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. ·Dr. John E. Mack,' Psychiatrist, Dies at 7 4 
By JENNIFER BAYOT 

Dr. John E. Mack, a Pulitzer Priz~ 
winner and Harvard psychiatrist 
who studied people who said they had 
encounters with alien beings, died in 
London on Monday. He was 74 and 
lived in Cambridge, Mass. 

Dr. Mack was struck by a driver 
suspected of being drunk and evi­
dently died on impact, according to 
the John E. Mack Institute, formerly 
the Center for Psychology and Social 
Change. 

Dr. Mack was in Britain to speak 
at a conference on T. E. Lawrence, 
the British officer known as Law­
rence of Arabia. Dr. Mack's book "A 
Prince of Our Disorder: The Life of 
T. E. Lawrence" won the Pulitzer 
Prize for biography in 1977. 

He was drawn to psychoanalytic 
analysis of the misunderstood or vul­
nerable, including children contem­
plating suicide, teenagers troubled 
by the threat of nuclear war and fi­
nally, people plagued by what they 
believed to be recurrent alien en­
counters. 

In the 1990's, Dr. Mack studied 
dozens of people who said they had 
had such contact with aliens, culmi­
nating in his book "Abduction: Hu­
man Encounters with Aliens" in 1994. 
In it, he focused less on whether 

A portrait of a 'Prince 
of Our Disorder' 
captured a Pulitzer~ 

aliens were real. than on the spiritual 
effects of perceived encounters, ar­
guing that ."the abduction phenom­
enon has important philosophical, 
spiritual and social implications" for 
everyone. 

The book led Harvard Medical 
School, where Dr. Mack had been a 
tenured professor for several years, 
to appoint a committee to review his 
research metfiods and consider cen­
suring him. After 14 months of inves­
tigation, it released a statement say­
ing that it "reaffirmed Dr. Mack's 
academic freedom to study what he 
wishes and to state his opinion with­
out impediment. ' 

His work was the subject of the 
2003 documentary film "Touched," 
made by Laurel Chiten. 

John Edward Mack was born in 
New York on Oct. 4, 1929. He gradu­
ated Phi Beta Kappa from Oberlin 
College-in 1951 and received his med­
ical degree from Harvard in 1955. 

He completed his residency at the 

Scotf'Muni; 7 4, a Radio D.J. 
Of FM Rock Programming 

By JON PARELES 

Scott Muni, a disc jockey whose 
deep, leisurely,fogbound voice was a 
regular companion t_o New York City 
rock fans for nearly 50 years, died on 
Tuesday in New York. He was 74 and 
had not returned to the air after suf­
fering a stroke in January. 

His ilPMh w::is rnnfirmPil hv his 

Massachusetts Mental Health Center 
in Boston before joining the Air , 
Force in 1959 for a two-year tour of 
duty as a psychiatrist in Japan. 

He· then received advanced train­
ing at the Boston Psychoanalytic So­
ciety and Institute, and was certified 
as a child analyst in 1969. ' 

In the late 1960's, he started the 
psychiatry unit at the Cambridge 
Hospital, one of Harvard's teaching 
hospitals, and was chief of the de­
partment from 1969 until 1977. 

Early in his career, Dr. Mack fo­
cused on the psychology of sleep and 
dreams. _ He later became an expert 
on the psychological effects of the nu­
clear arms i;ace, writing dozens of 
scholarly articles and advocating for 
disarmament. In the 1980's he was 
academic director of the Center for 
Psychological Studies in the Nuclear 
Age. 

Dr. Mack started the John E. Mack 
Institute in 1989 as the Center for 
Psychology and Social Change, and 
in 1993 he started the Program for 
Extraordinary Experience Research 
with a grant from Laurance Rocke­
feller. 

He was also an assistant editor .of 
The ·Journal of the American Psy­
choanalytic Association · and was on 
the editorial board of The American 
Journal of Psychoanalysis. 
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Dr. John E. Mack 

He wrote several scholarly books 
on psychiatry. A second book for gen­
eral readers; "Passport to the Cos­
mos: Human Transformation and 
Alien Encounters," was published in 
1999. 

Dr. Mack's marriage to the former 
Sally Stahl ended in divorce. Survi­
vors include a sister, Mary Lee Ing­
bar of Brookline, Mass.; three sons, 
Daniel, of Boulder, Colo., Kenneth, of 
Almaty, Kazakhstan, and Tony, of 
Cambridge; and two grandchildren. 

WalterScheuer, 82, Investor 
And a Supporter of the Arts 

By WOLFGANG SAXON 

Walter Scheuer, a New 'York in­
vestor and patron of the arts who 
produced the Oscar-winning docu­
mentary "From Mao to Mozart: 
Isaac Stern in China" among other 
films, died on Sept. 20 at his home in , 
Manhattan, his family announced. ' 
HPw::isR2. 

Producer of the film 
'Mao to Mozart' with 
his friend Isaac Stern. 

Memories of J 
By WritersR 

By DINITIA SMITH 

Writers, editors and friends 
among them some of the talents 
whom Roger W. Straus Jr. nurtured, 
fed (literally) and helped make fa­
mous - gathered yesterday after­
noon in Manhattan to remember the 
man who was known to the literary 
world as the last of the great inde­
pendent publishers. 

In anecdotes both funny and fond, 
Mr. Straus, the proprietor of Farrar, 
Straus & Giroux until his death in 
May at 87, was memorialized as a 
bon vivant with a profane tongue, 
who spoke in broad strokes and capi­
tal letters, who relished his enemies 
and who was a miser with advances. 

In a career of nearly six decades, 
he published the Nobel Prize winners 
Joseph Brodsky, T. S. Eliot, Nadine 
Gordimer, Czeslaw Milosz, · Isaac 
Bashevis Singer ' and Aleksandr I. 
Solzhenitsyn, and took a chance on 
unknowns like Tom Wolfe and Mi­
chael Cunningham when every other 
publisher turned them down. 
, The audience of 600, at the Unter­
berg Poetry Center at the 92nd Street 
Y, was a roll call of the country's 
best-known authors, many of whom 
Mr. Straus .had nourished at parties 
at his Upper East Side town house. 
One of those in attendance was Philip 
Roth, who famously changed pub­
lishers when Mr. Straus refused his 
agent's request for a larger advance. 

John McPhee, who was published 
by Farrar, Straus for 40 years, had 
his imita~ion of h.is .old editor down 
pat~ "He was 'Absolutely maaaveh­
lous ! ... Etc., etc., etc., and so on,' " 
he said in a near-perfect rend~tion of 
the Straus voice. 

Mi. McPhee noted that Mr. Straus 
had spoken to his writing class at 
Princeton University for years. 
When students asked about editing 
Solzhenitsyn, Mr. McPhee recalled, 
Mr. Straus would begin, "Years ago, 
urhan T fircit eot"3riorl h~uinn into.r_ 


